
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 21 March 2018] 

 p1101b-1102a 
Hon Martin Aldridge 

 [1] 

MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE — CLOSURE 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.20 pm]: I rise to make a member’s statement tonight, because 
there clearly was not enough time in motions on notice this week and last week to deal with a very good motion 
put forward by Hon Jacqui Boydell on quality education for Western Australian children. I want to add some 
remarks specifically on Moora Residential College, which is obviously in my electorate, but is also very close to 
my heart, as a former student who attended the college, which is set to close at the end of this year. I note some of 
the comments made in the debate, in particular this morning, that it is regrettable that some of the campaign on the 
education cuts generally has at times become personal, but I make the point that it is personal. These people are 
fighting for their community. At the heart of every community is its education system—that is, the school—and 
these people feel threatened by the government of Western Australia. 
In recent history, Moora unfortunately has had some experience in fighting state governments, because not long ago 
it had to fight to get the upgrades it needed at Moora Hospital. The funding that had been committed to improvements 
at Moora Hospital was delayed as a result of budget overruns and delays at Geraldton Hospital by the then Labor 
government. My friend the late Mick Bates, the shire president of Moora at the time, took that campaign to Perth and 
to Parliament to save Moora Hospital. The campaign was eventually successful. I do not blame the many good people 
of Moora who have good intentions in trying to defend Moora Residential College and the future of schooling for 
their children in the central midlands. If the government thinks the people of Moora are going to move on, which is 
a comment that seems to have been repeated on several occasions today both in this place and outside, it completely 
underestimates the resilience of this community and its intent to continue with its campaign. 
I want to make some comments about the decision to close Moora Residential College. In the time since that week 
before Christmas when we learnt of the decision of this government, we have heard every possible excuse under 
the sun. In fact, I think the government has run out of excuses for closing Moora Residential College. I refer 
members to a report commissioned by the Shire of Moora from Lucid Economics. I want to read a couple of 
sections from that report. It is my understanding that Lucid Economics is known to the state government, and in 
fact does some work for the Western Australian Treasury, and is quite respected by Treasury and the government 
for its work. This report was commissioned by the Shire of Moora, and conducted by Lucid Economics. It is titled 
“Moora College Economic Impact Assessment”. I want to read a couple of sections from this report. There are 
two paragraphs, in particular, in the summary. They read — 

Economic Impact of the Closure of Moora Residential College 
Combined the two rounds of economic impacts directly associated with the closure of the College 
will lead to an annual reduction of $2.0 million in local GRP and 19 jobs (directly and indirectly), 
which equates to 1.0% of the Shire’s GRP and 1.6% of total employment in the Shire. More 
concerning to local businesses would be the expected annual loss of $2.3 million in local expenditure 
or turnover in the economy, stemming from the closure of the College. 
In the 2016–17 financial year, the State Government contributed $374,000 to the operations of the 
Moora Residential College. Considering the identified economic impact of $2.0 million in local GRP 
(directly and indirectly), the State’s financial contribution enables the College to unlock an economic 
benefit over five times greater than that financial contribution. 

Obviously, the economic contribution of Moora Residential College is only one factor that ought to be considered, 
and the report goes on in another paragraph to refer to the self-reinforcing cycle of economic erosion. It states — 

By far the most alarming potential impact of the Moora Residential College closing would be the 
closure’s ability to spark the beginning of a vicious, self-reinforcing cycle of decline. If the College 
is closed, then the High School will lose funding. Combined with other expected funding losses, the 
ability of the High School to appropriately cater to Year 11 and Year 12 students will be 
significantly decreased. This decreased ability may cause families to move away from the area to 
access another offering, which will reduce funding for the schools further. This further decrease in 
funding may cause additional families to leave, which reduces school funding and the available 
expenditure in the economy further, putting additional pressure on the businesses and families that 
have remained. 
This type of cycle has led to the demise of many small towns across Australia. 

They were direct quotes from the report commissioned by the Shire of Moora and conducted by Lucid Economics. 
As I said, the economic impact is one factor. There are many others, including, obviously, the educational impact 
on many of these parents, who simply do not have any other clear alternatives. 
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Another reason the government has cited for closing the college was fire safety, which was used for a week or two 
by the government as the primary reason for closing the college. It turns out that the college is safe and, in fact, 
a small amount of work conducted by the Department of Education in the last fortnight has, in its view, rendered 
the college safe for students to remain there for the remainder of the school year. The notion that this decision is 
going to save the government money also deserves further scrutiny. Many of the staff at Moora Residential College 
have worked there for many decades. When we factor in the cost to the state of paying out severances, whether 
through the voluntary targeted separation scheme or severance at the end of the school year, as well as the 
transitional assistance that the government has been talking about, potential new bus runs, and extension of bus 
runs, I find it highly unlikely that the government is going to gain positive short-term savings from the closure. 
One of the interesting arguments put forward by the government, and particularly prosecuted by the Minister for 
Education and Training and the Premier, is that the college is being closed because there are better educational 
outcomes for these students, which I find quite bizarre. The government is basically telling the students that they 
should shift to Northam, where there is a bigger school with more programs and courses on offer and they will get 
a better education. What does it say to the remaining 140-odd students who live down the road from Central Midlands 
Senior High School—that is their local school—when the Premier and the Minister for Education and Training in 
this state are talking down public education by telling these students they are closing Moora Residential College 
because students can get a better education elsewhere? That is basically what they are saying. 
I asked the Minister for Education and Training this week whether she agreed with the report commissioned by 
the Shire of Moora. She said that she did not. I asked her today whether she would allow an independent assessment 
of the college’s condition to keep it open in the short term, which after all was the government’s position after it 
walked away from the $8.7 million investment in the budget of the Liberal–National government. She refused to 
answer that question today. The government is starting to run out of planks in its defence of the closure of 
Moora Residential College, and the Minister for Education and Training is becoming more and more 
bloody-minded in her decision to close Moora Residential College, despite all the good arguments that are being 
put for the government to reconsider its position. 
I want to recognise many of the people who have been tirelessly putting their effort into this campaign, but one 
above all is Tracey Errington, the president of the Central Midlands Senior High School P&C, who has worked 
day and night, not to mention in the course of her ordinary duties as P&C president, as a mother and a member of 
the Moora community. Tracey ought to be recognised for the work that has occurred so far to help save 
Moora Residential College and protect Central Midlands Senior High School in the future. Moora will not be 
moving on. We will not be moving on. We will be with them for the long haul until this government realises the 
error of its decision, and the Minister for Education and Training reverses that decision, as she has proven herself 
capable of with many other decisions that she has made in the education portfolio since coming to government. 
We will not move on; we are here to stay. 
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